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This paper is a study of ethnocultural specificity of the linguocultural concept 
of BELLICISME in French communication.  The theoretical basis of research 
is a complex of scientific works of cognitive-communicative orientation, in 
particular the sphere of lingual conceptology with the focus on the delineation 
of conceptual, figurative and valuable information in the structure of the 
concept, including the concept of the text, discourse, works on the theory of 
verbal poetic image and the theory of conceptual metaphor. Understanding 
of theoretical sources in philosophy, anthropology, culturology, archeology, 
religion, history, linguistic concepts and genderology in relation to the concept 
of bellicosity contributed to its definition as a multidimensional mental entity 
structured by the conceptual and figurative components and reinterpreted in 
the artistic discourse of the modern French language.  The applied research 
complex methodology which includes specific linguistic methods (such as 
hypothetical-deductive, discursive, communicative and pragmatic), techniques 
involving linguocognitive method (techniques of framing, cognitive semantic 
analysis) helped solve the research problem and to achieve scientific objectives, 
namely: based on logical and conceptual principles and lexicographic sources, 
to define the structure of the concept of BELLICISME and identify its 
nucleus and periphery, as well as the means of its expression, that occur in the 
French language at the level of words, word-combinations, sentences, text, to 
construct its model on the material of the modern French language and in the 
author’s individual conceptual sphere on the material of the literary texts by 
A. Nothomb, to explore the linguocultural specificity of the realization of the 
concept of BELLICISME in the contemporary French prose. The practical 
significance of the results is to broaden the theoretical and methodological basis 
of the concepts study in the linguocultural aspect. We can contribute the results 
and conclusions of work to the contemporary Romance linguistics, namely, 
to cognitive linguistics, the linguistics of concepts, in particular, artistic, 
thanks to the deepening of ideas about the conceptualization of bellicosity in 
contemporary French prose, reconstruction of the concept of BELLICISME 
and determination of the means of its verbalization in modern French and the 
study of the linguocultural specificity of its realization.
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Статтю присвячено дослідженню етнокультурної специфіки лінгво- 
культурного концепту BELLICISME у комунікативному просторі Франції. 
Теоретичне підґрунтя роботи становить комплекс наукових праць 
когнітивно-комунікативного спрямування, зокрема з лінгвоконцептології 
з акцентом на розмежування поняттєвої, образної та ціннісної інформації 
у структурі концепту, включаючи концептологію тексту, дискурсу, робіт 
з теорії словесного поетичного образу, з теорії концептуальної метафори. 
Критичне осмислення теоретичних джерел з філософії, антропології, 
культурології, археології, релігієзнавства, історії, лінгвоконцептології 
стосовно концепту «войовничість» сприяло його визначенню як 
багатовимірного ментального утворення, що структурується поняттєвим 
і образно-ціннісним компонентами, і піддається переосмисленню в 
художньому дискурсі сучасної французької мови. Застосована комплексна 
методика дослідження, що включає такі спеціальні лінгвістичні 
(гіпотетико-дедуктивний, дискурсивний, комунікативно-прагматичний) 
методи із залученням лінгвокогнітивного методу (методики фреймового, 
семантико-когнітивного аналізу), дозволила розв’язати поставлені 
дослідницькі завдання і досягти наукової мети, а саме: за логіко-
поняттєвим принципом із залученням лексикографічних джерел визначити 
структуру концепту BELLICISME з виділенням його ядра та периферії та 
засоби його вираження, репрезентація яких у французькій лінгвокультурі 
відбувається на рівні слів, словосполучень, речень, тексту, і побудувати 
його модель на матеріалі сучасної французької мови та в індивідуально-
авторській концептосфері на матеріалі художніх текстів А. Нотомб, 
дослідити лінгвокультурну специфіку реалізації концепту BELLICISME 
у сучасній французькій прозі. Практичне значення одержаних результатів 
полягає у розширенні теоретичних і методологічних основ дослідження 
концептів у лінгвокультурному аспекті, у внеску результатів і висновків 
роботи у сучасне романське мовознавство, а саме у когнітивну лінгвістику, 
лінгвоконцептологію, зокрема художню, завдяки поглибленню уявлень 
про концептуалізацію войовничості у сучасній французькій прозі, 
реконструкції концепту BELLICISME та визначенню засобів його 
вербалізації у сучасній французькій мові, дослідженню лінгвокультурної 
специфіки його реалізації.

Ключові слова: семантична 
структура концепту, 
текстові концепти, 
концептуальна модель, 
лінгвокультура, сучасна 
французька проза.

Introduction. Bellicosity accompanies human com-
munication and is translated in it through a complex 
interweaving of intentional, cognitive and moral aspects, 
marking the conflict between norm, morality and peace-
fulness as one of the fundamental existential values.

Despite a significant number of studies of belli-
cosity in philosophy [1], anthropology [2], cultural 
studies [3], archeology [4], religious studies [5], his-

tory [6], there are gaps in the study of this concept in 
linguistics. The study of bellicosity as a fragment of 
the Anglo-Saxon model of the world on the material 
of the Old English heroic poetry of Y.S. Hrihorieva 
might be the only scientific work on this issue.

The concept of bellicosity is of a high social sig-
nificance, and nowadays this phenomenon plays 
a specific role in the intercultural communication. 
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Understanding of the problem of semantics of liter-
ary text from the cognitive and cultural point of view 
allows to penetrate deeper into the hidden meaning of 
the literary work, to adequately understand the writ-
er’s attitudes as a carrier of a certain linguoculture, 
which is an integral part of the linguistic personality 
of the author.

The relevance of the topic consists in the growing 
of the research interest in the study of processes and 
mechanisms of conceptualization of notions, their 
volume, meaning, relation to language and speech. 
Modern linguistics is characterized by an increased 
interest of scientists in the development of anthropo-
centric paradigm in the study of language and thought 
processes, operated by a person in the course of his 
practical and cognitive activities. 

The following questions remain insufficiently 
studied: the place of the concept of BELLICISME in 
the French linguistic consciousness, the characteris-
tics of lexemes verbalizing it, as well as the mecha-
nisms of its objectification.

The relevance of the study also consists in the fact 
that the analysis of lexemes that nominate the concept 
of BELLICISME in the French language is carried 
out in line with linguoculturology, and, to our knowl-
edge, the cognitive and cultural aspects of bellicosity 
as a linguocultural concept have not been studied yet. 

Anthropocentrism as one of the priority directions 
in the development of the modern text linguistics has 
caused the interest of scientists to study the language 
in close relationship with the person, his conscious-
ness, reasoning and culture [7; 8; 9]. 

The scientific basis of the study was the work of 
native and foreign scientists in the field of cognitive 
semantics and linguistic conceptology, linguoculturol-
ogy, theory of frames, theory of conceptual metaphor, 
theory of language assessment, theory of prototypes.

Scientific researches of the last decades are char-
acterized by close attention of researchers to studying 
the linguistic means of representation of concepts: 
in texts [10; 11] and in different types of discourse  
[12; 13; 14; 15], dividing them into typical [16; 17] 
and specific [18; 19].

The objective of the study is to establish the eth-
nocultural specificity of the linguocultural concept of 
BELLICISME in the French-speaking communica-
tive space. 

Methods. The theoretical and methodological 
basis of the study determines the use of the follow-
ing methods: traditional general scientific (synthe-
sis, induction, deduction, hypothesis, concretization, 
generalization, etc.), specifically scientific theoretical 
(hypothetical, historical, logical), empirical (observa-
tion, analysis of experience, generalization, descrip-
tion of results, comparisons, calculations) and specific, 
namely linguistic methods, in particular: hypothetic 
deductive, discursive, communicative-pragmatic. 

The use of the descriptive method is reduced to 
the basic and detailed description of the object under 
study. The method of observation consists in the 
allocation of certain features of linguistic categories 
(grammatical forms, groups of words), in their char-
acteristics from a grammatical and stylistic point of 
view (grammatical, stylistic) and is translated in the 
observations of the language, in the analysis of liter-
ary works in relation to their style, vocabulary, visual 
means. The use of the hypothetic deductive method 
in the analysis of literary text allowed to collect the 
actual language material for the study, which was 
generalized by induction. Communicative pragmatic 
method is aimed at studying the communicative fea-
tures of the literary text. 

Accomplishment of the research tasks and 
achievement of the research objectives made it neces-
sary to apply linguistic and cognitive method (meth-
ods of frames, semantic cognitive analysis to build a 
model of the concept BELLICISME, the analysis of 
dictionary definitions with the elements of the pro-
cedures of semantic deployment and paraphrasing, 
notion and component analysis – for inventory, struc-
tural semantic classification of the means of verbali-
zation of the concept BELLICISME, elements of the 
quantitative analysis of the received language data to 
justify the selection of the concept BELLICISME), 
etymological analysis, to establish the etymon of the 
concept of BELLICISME, contextual analysis is to 
identify discursive realizations of the means of ver-
balization of the concept BELLICISME, the method 
of continuous sampling and contextual interpretative 
analysis to study gender specifics of actualization of 
the concept BELLICISME in modern French prose. 

The study of verbalization and text actualization 
of the concept of BELLICISME was carried out 
according to the following algorithm. 

The first stage is reflexive, it combines induc-
tive and deductive methods to establish trends in the 
evolution of scientific views on the phenomenon of 
bellicosity in humanitarian studies coming out to the 
cognitive discursive paradigm of linguistics. Gener-
alization of theoretical and methodological achieve-
ments concerning the model of the world contributed 
to the definition of the concept of BELLICISME as 
verbalized fragment of the French-speaking and indi-
vidual author’s conceptosphere, constructed in mod-
ern French prose.

The second stage is focused on the description 
of verbal representation of the concept of BELLI-
CISME. At this stage, we could identify its layered 
structure. Thanks to the method of continuous sam-
pling, from the French lexicographic sources we 
chose lexemes that form its nominative space: lex-
eme bellicisme, its synonyms, related and single-root 
words. The connection between language and think-
ing makes it possible to study the semantic content 
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of concepts by analyzing the semantics of language 
units. So, on the basis of etymological, component 
analysis and the analysis of dictionary definitions of 
nominees of notion, it was possible to allocate seman-
tic components which form the apprehension of the 
notion of BELLICISME by French native speakers. 
To model the reference content of this concept, a con-
ceptual model was built.

The next step of semantic analysis, aimed at iden-
tifying associative links between the basic features 
of the concept of BELLICISME, was carried out 
through the construction of synonymic rows [20].

Interpretative third phase of exploration was 
carried out in the framework of cognitive approach, 
in particular using the methods and techniques of 
semantic, linguo-stylistics and conceptual analyses 
aimed at the mental representation of the specified 
concept in the study of literary works through the 
elucidation of the basic schemes of the conceptual-
ization of bellicosity in the works of A. Nothomb. 
For this purpose, the method of analysis of text con-
cepts of fictional texts [10], as well as the method of 
frame analysis [21; 22], was chosen, which allowed 
to establish productive schemes of conceptualization 
of BELLICISME and simulate its figurative space. 
At this stage, we investigated the nominative field of 
the concept of BELLICISME in the textual plane of 
literary works and built its conceptual model in the 
individual author’s consciousness of A. Nothomb. 

The purpose of the fourth stage was to determine 
the specifics of actualization of BELLICISME in the 
individual author’s concept sphere of A. Nothomb. 
For this purpose, we applied the method of analysis 
of gender stereotypes, which consisted in deep cog-
nitive processing of texts and the study of the mani-
festation of gender characteristics of speech of char-
acters, women and men, in the form of themes, plots, 
images, symbols, metaphors, etc.

As a field of speech representation of the concept 
BELLICISME we selected the discourse presented 
by the contemporary novels of the French author 
Amélie Nothomb. Artistic discourse, which is a set of 
literary texts, the result of communication and verbal-
ized mental and speech activity of the writer, is one 
of the public, deeply informative ways of transmitting 
any information.

We have revealed that the representation of the 
concept of BELLICISME in the French language 
through the prism of linguoculturology is complex 
and heterogeneous. Therefore, it is desirable to take 
into account multiple methods while making research 
in this area. The method of continuous sampling we 
define as one of the main for the selection and classi-
fication of language material representing the concept 
BELLICISME in the French language and in the nov-
els of A. Nothomb. The results obtained in the pro-
cess of semantic cognitive analysis, the analysis of 

dictionary definitions with the elements of the proce-
dures of semantic deployment and paraphrasing, com-
ponent analysis, elements of the quantitative analysis 
of linguistic data, etymological analysis, contextual 
analysis helped to understand how the concept BEL-
LICISME is reflected in the language. The use of 
hypothetical deductive method in the study of literary 
text allowed to collect the actual speech material of 
the study, which was generalized by induction.

The method of contextual analysis, which explores 
not only the semantic meaning of a single lexical unit, 
but also pragmatic, that is, its integral relationship 
with the communicative situation in combination with 
the methodology of semantic and cognitive analysis 
of text concepts of fiction allowed to construct a con-
ceptual model of the concept of BELLICISME in the 
individual author’s concept sphere of A. Nothomb.

The method of continuous sampling and contex-
tual interpretative method allowed to study the lin-
guocultural specificity of the BELLICISME concept 
actualization in modern French prose. 

The research data includes 1150 units that verbalize 
the concept of BELLICISME in French. The analysis of 
the definitions of the selected lexical and phraseologi-
cal units was carried out according to the authoritative 
lexicographic sources of the publishing house Larousse, 
Maxidico, Bordas, etc. The material of the study is 3350 
situational contexts containing the concept of BELLI-
CISME and selected by a continuous sampling from 
the texts of modern novels by A. Nothomb (“Attentat”, 
“Les Catilinaires”, “Les Combustibles”, “Hygiène de 
l’assassin”, “Métaphysique des tubes”, “Mercure”, “Le 
Sabotage amoureux”, “Péplum”, “Le Robert des noms 
propres”, “Stupeur et tremblements”), the total volume 
of which is 1675 pages.

Results and Discussion. Research of authorita-
tive lexicographical sources of the French language 
allowed to determine the structure of the concept in 
the language model of the world of its speakers with 
the allocation of its nucleus, near periphery and dis-
tant periphery. We described all nominative units that 
verbalize concept BELLICISME in the French lan-
guage, distinguished the key words-representatives: 
bellicisme, caractère belliqueux, bellicosité, submit-
ted filed synonymy and etymology of the concept 
BELLICISME, presented lexico-semantic and lexi-
co-phraseological field of the studied concept, con-
structed the conceptual model of the concept BELLI-
CISME in the French-speaking model of the world.

A comparison of the meanings of the key-
words-representatives allows to draw conclusions 
about the generic meaning of the concept BELLI-
CISME that can be described as:

− doctrine, providing the military settlement of 
international problems;

− tendency of encouraging the use of force when 
settling conflicts, mainly in international relations;
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− a person who is set up for war;
− a person who is in favor of war and is looking 

for ways and means to cause or contribute to it;
− a person who openly demonstrates a tendency 

to contention and controversy;
− an aggressive, warlike, quarrelsome, fighting 

person;
− a strong, hard, violent, impatient person.
It is, in fact, individual values, not meanings 

because they indicate different denotations of reality.
Summarizing everything mentioned above, we 

come to conclusion that bellicosity is:
− a desire, an inclination to fight;
− orientation on the outbreak of war;
− the property to wage an irreconcilable struggle 

with someone, something;
− property to express a willingness to quarrel, 

argue, fight.
The set of linguistic and extralinguistic knowl-

edge of society about bellicosity is the only concep-
tual basis for identifying patterns of categorization, 
conceptualization and verbalization of this fragment 
in the French-speaking model of the world.

Semantic field of bellicosity is a constructive 
association of language units, which objectify con-
cept BELLICISME. The composition of the studied 
field is determined by the logical conceptual principle 
with the application of lexicographical sources. It is 
established that in the French-speaking model of the 
world, this concept is objectified not only by the lex-
eme bellicisme, but also by a number of synonyms, 
related and single-root words, which include the fol-
lowing lexemes: belliciste, belliqueux. Lexemes of 
the semantic field of the concept of BELLICISME 
form a certain model. In its structure we can distin-
guish the nucleus, near and distant periphery. 

The concept of BELLICISME is characterized by 
the main semantic and additional features presented 
in the distinctive features of lexemes-constituents of 
the semantic field of the concept of BELLICISME. 
Each feature is identified by a number of thematically 
related lexical units. Based on the set of semantic 
components, we derive a cognitive characteristic of 
the semantic field of the concept of BELLICISME.

The complex of semantic features of the concept 
of BELLICISME and their words-indicators became 
the basis for the construction of the original hypothet-
ical model of the conceptual space of bellicosity in 
the French-speaking model of the world.

Synonyms of the key word, verbalizing the con-
cept under study, provided an opportunity to identify 
its differential features by correlating the lexemes 
belonging to the same synonymic rows. 

We selected 271 lexemes, that form 8 synonymic 
and 7 antonymic rows. This allowed to identify the 
semantic components of the concept BELLICISME: 
BELLIQUEUX, GUERRE, PEUR, CRIME, PUNI-
TION, VICTIME, VICTOIRE.

The construction of lexico-phraseological field 
of its keyword significantly expanded the idea of the 
content and structure of the concept under study.

As a result of the study of the lexico-phraseolog-
ical means of desobjectivation of the concept BEL-
LICISME we distinguished three groups, designating 
the next fragments of the conceptual space of belli-
cosity: actional bellicosity (47,54%), active bellicos-
ity (31,15%), passive bellicosity (21,31%).

Within each of these fragments, lexico-phraseo-
logical groups are distinguished, forming subgroups, 
on the basis of coincidence in some units of signs, 
specifying the nature of the action.

We revealed that actional militancy is the most 
widespread in the French language, where we distin-
guish a subgroup of lexical phraseological means, that:

− nominate bellicosity in a certain state or deploy-
ment of action: état de guerre, sur la pied de guerre, 
à la guerre comme à la guerre, la guerre nourrit la 
guerre;

− denote the actual bellicosity actions: aller / 
marcher / partir en (à la) guerre contre qn, aller faire 
la guerre au pain, rendre guerre pour guerre;

− denote the cessation of hostilities: enterrer 
la hache de guerre, fermer les portes de la guerre, 
chanter victoire, obtenir les honneurs de la guerre.

The conceptual model of the concept of BELLI-
CISME in the French-language model of the world 
(according to the results of lexicographical analysis) 
consists of seven semantic components.

We revealed that the nucleus of the studied con-
cept includes semantic information components with 
greater sensory and visual concreteness, the primary 
images BELLICISME/BELLIQUEUX/BELLI-
COSITÉ. The near periphery is represented by an 
additional set of nominations that objectify each of 
the primary features. Thus, the near periphery consists 
of the concepts GUERRE, PEUR, distant – CRIME, 
PUNITION, VICTIME, VICTOIRE.

The features of the conceptual model of the con-
cept of BELLICISME include the conceptual opposi-
tion of CRIME – PUNITION, which is a component 
of the distant periphery of the concept of BELLI-
CISME.

So, the conceptual model of the concept BELLI-
CISME in the francophone model of the world consists 
of a nucleus – BELLICISME, the near – GUERRE, 
PEUR, and the distant periphery – CRIME, PUNI-
TION, VICTIME, VICTOIRE.

On the material of the literary works of A. Nothomb 
we detailized and specified conceptual model of the 
concept BELLICISME by analyzing the text con-
cepts of the author’s artwork. 

The conceptual model of the world is represented by 
the linguistic picture of the world and has certain fea-
tures. In addition to the universal picture of the world, 
common to all people, we can distinguish: national 
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linguistic picture of the world, representing the world-
view of the ethnic group, its traditions and cultural 
norms, its worldview of the relationship between a 
man and the world; individual linguistic picture of the 
world, which verbalizes the knowledge and experience 
of a man about the world on the basis of its personal 
properties, the inner world, psychological and cogni-
tive processes; gender-specific linguistic picture of the 
world, which reflects the worldview of people accord-
ing to a certain gender. Introducing the cognitive space 
of an individual, all of these linguistic pictures of the 
world interact and influence one another.

The analysis of the artwork of A. Nothomb, 
namely text concepts that verbalize the concept BEL-
LICISME in modern French prose, helped to refine 
and concretize this concept, gave the possibility to 
construct a conceptual model of bellicosity in the 
author’s individual consciousness of the author.

In total, all the works under study have all seman-
tic components. Their representatives are both direct 
and indirect nominees. The representation of BEL-
LICISME in a literary text is wider than in a lexi-
cographical one due to the indirect realization of the 
concept.

So, the conceptual model of the concept BELLI-
CISME in the author’s individual consciousness of 
A. Nothomb (according to the analysis of her art-
work) consists of the nucleus (BELLICISME), near 
periphery (GUERRE, PEUR, CRIME, PUNITION, 
VICTIME, VICTOIRE) and distant periphery (VIE, 
JEU DIEU, AMOUR).

The image of love is closely related to bellicosity. 
The concept of AMOUR in the conceptual sphere of 
the male character unfolds as follows:

− a man is ready to do anything to get what he 
wants from a woman, that is, AMOUR – POUVOIR;

− AMOUR for a man is MALADIE, which makes 
him dependent on the object of love;

− indeed, a person in love cannot help but hurt 
the object of love (AMOUR – SOURCE DE SOUF-
FRANCE).

The concept of AMOUR in the conceptual sphere 
of the female character is represented by the concep-
tual model of AMOUR – LUTTE INTERNE, which 
consists in struggle of respect and aversion to a man, 
aversion to the body and love for the spiritual world 
of the partner, gratitude and hate.

Analyzing the concept of AMOUR from the point 
of view of the relation of platonic and corporeal, we 
established that the male character mixes the ideas 
of platonic and corporeal love. That is, the concep-
tual scheme of AMOUR PARENTAL is destroyed: 
AMOUR – STORGE is mixed with AMOUR – 
EROS. So, the nucleus of the concept of AMOUR 
PARENTAL shifts from a sense of care and concern 
for your child to the sexual relations of a young girl 
with an elderly man.

Having studied the conceptual model of AMOUR – 
LIBERTÉ, we established that in the perception of 
a man there is a closed model of AMOUR – PRO-
PRIÉTÉ, in the perception of a women there is a 
model of AMOUR – LIBERTÉ. We determined 
that the dominant models for women are AMOUR – 
LIBERTÉ, AMOUR – MYSTÈRE and AMOUR – 
INTÉRÊT.

So, we came to the conclusion that the concept 
of AMOUR is contained in various conceptual mod-
els of love, that function in the conceptual sphere of 
heroes, and which are associated with the dominant 
type of love in their minds. This is more evident in 
such conceptual models as: AMOUR – LIBERTE, 
AMOUR – PROPRIÉTÉ and AMOUR – MALADIE, 
AMOUR– LUTTE INTERNE.

Conclusions. The study of the concept of BELLI-
CISME in modern French linguoculture established 
its ethnocultural specificity, which determines the 
relationship of cultural, national and linguistic factors 
in the process of understanding the bellicosity rela-
tions. In the article the verbalized linguocultural con-
cept of BELLICISME was studied within the limits 
of the francophone generally accepted (according to 
the results of lexicographical analysis) and individual 
author’s (according to the results of the analysis of 
A. Nothomb’s literary works) pictures of the world.

The studied material helped to discover the fea-
tures of conceptualization and categorization of bel-
licosity through the allocation of cognitive meanings 
of the concept, which complement the basic lexical 
meaning of the name of the concept. This aspect could 
be taken into account when elaborating dictionaries 
and translating. The article reveals the features of the 
categorization of bellicosity on the example of role 
differentiation of participants of bellicosity relations.

The results of the research open up prospects for 
further scientific research in the field of gender and 
cognitive linguistics. It is expedient to study the rep-
resentation of the concept of BELLICISME in the 
comparative aspect on the material of several lan-
guages and in other genres of prose discourse.
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