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The article is devoted to the study of the peculiarities of the prosodic
organization of the monologue speech of preachers — characters in English-
language feature films. Taking into account the various speech functions of
the parish priest, which include preaching from the pulpit, speeches outside
the church and private spiritual conversations with parishioners, these three
types of speech activity were involved in the study. The article highlights the
special features of the Anglican faith, which distinguish it from other Christian
denominations and lead to a special atmosphere of cooperation between
the parishioners and the priest not only during the service and delivery of
the sermon, but also during communication on spiritual topics outside the
church. The research material, consisting of oral English-language sermons,
speeches, and conversations extracted from five contemporary feature
films, was subjected to perceptual, auditory, and electroacoustic analysis.
The auditory analysis confirmed the prosodic differences between the three
speech realizations at the level of perception, revealed the leading role of
tempo and melodic component of intonation in the differentiation of speech
types and in strengthening its influential effect. Instrumental analysis of the
characteristics of preachers’ speech, firstly, made it possible to establish the
presence of integral and differential prosodic parameters inherent in three
types of speech behaviour of speakers during sermons, speeches outside the
church and conversations with parishioners, and secondly, made it possible
to create a prosodic portrait of the preacher in his three speech embodiments.
A comparison of prosodic portraits of the preacher in various communicative
situations related to his functions as a spiritual mentor and pastor showed that
it is in the preaching activity of the pastor that greater prosodic expressiveness
of all intonation parameters is observed. The smallest prosodic indicators
are typical for the priest’s private conversation with the parishioners, where
mimicry and kinetic means of expressiveness and emotionality come to the
fore. This fact confirms the proposed hypothesis that the sermon is the main
speech activity of the priest, and therefore it is in the sermon that the priest
uses all his oratorical abilities and skills to the maximum.
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CTaTTIO MPUCBSIUCHO JOCIAKEHHIO 0COONUBOCTEH MPOCOINIHOT OpraHizarii
BUCJIOB/IIOBAHb MOHOJIOTIUHOTO XapakTepy MPOMOBITHUKIB — MEPCOHAXIB
AQHNJIOMOBHHUX XyAOXHIX (pibMiB. BpaxoByioun pi3HOMaHITHI MOBJICHHEBI
(hyHKIIT MTPUXOACHKOTO CBALICHHUKA, SIKI Tepe10adaroTh BEACHHS MPOTOBii
3 aMBOHY, IPOMOBH I103a MEXaMM XpaMy Ta MPUBATHI AyXOBHI Oeciau 3
napacgisHaMy, 10 AOCTiMXKEeHH Oynu 3ailydyeHi i TPH BUAM MOBJIECHHEBOI
JiSIBHOCTI. Y CTATTi PO3IISIHYTO 0COONMBI PUCH AHTTIKAHCHKOTO BIPOBUEHHS,
1110 BiIPI3HAIOTH HOTO Bif IHIINX XPUCTUSHCHKHX ICHOMIHAIIiH Ta TPU3BOISTH
J10 ocobnuBoi arMocdepu criBmparii napagisH 31 CBAMIEHUKOM HE TiITbKH Mif
yac OOTOCIyKiHHS Ta BUTOJIOIIEHHS MPOIOBIi, aje i MiJ 4ac CHiIKyBaHHS
Ha JyXOBHI TEMU 11032 MeXaMHU XpaMmy. Marepias J0CliKEeHHS, 10 CKJIaAaB
yYCHI QHIJIOMOBHI MpPOMOBiJi, MPOMOBM Ta Oecigu, BUIY4EHI 3 I SThOX
Cy4acHHUX KiHOGinbMiB, OyB MiANAHUH NEPLUEHTHUBHOMY, AyJUTOPCHKOMY
Ta EJCKTPOAKYCTHUHOMY aHajizy. AYIUTOPCHKHH aHami3 MigTBEpAUB
IPOCOANYHI BIAMIHHOCTI MK TpbOMa MOBJICHHEBUMH peati3alisiMu
Ha pIiBHI CHPUIHATTS, BUABMB MPOBIJHY pOJIb TEMIy Ta MEJIOAIHHOTO
KOMIIOHEHTY iHTOHauii y nudepeHmiamnii BUAIB MOBICHHS W y MOCHJICHHI
fioro BIUIMBOBOTO e(ekTy. I[HCTpyMeHTanbHUII aHadi3 XapaKTepPUCTUK
IPOMOBHU TPOMOBIAHUKIB, MO-TIEPIIC, TO3BOJIMB KOHCTATyBaTH HAasBHICTb
IHTerpanpHUX 1 AU(EPEeHIIHHIX MTPOCOJUUHUX MapaMeTpiB, MPUTAMaHHUX
TPHOM THIIAM MOBIIEHHEBOT MOBEJIHKA MOBIIIB IiJl 4ac MPOIOBi/i, TPOMOB
1103a LIEPKBOIO TA PO3MOB 3 apadissHaMu, a HO-APYyTe, yMOKIUBUB CTBOPCHHS
IPOCOAUYHOTO MOPTPETY MPOMOBIAHMKA Yy HOro TPHOX MOBJICHHEBUX
yTineHHsX. [lOpiBHSHHS NPOCOAMYHUX TOPTPETIB IMPOMOBIAHHMKA B
pi3HUX KOMYHIKaTHBHMX CHTYyallisiX, TOB’S3aHUX 13 ioro QyHKIisMH
JYXOBHOT'O HACTaBHHKA Ta MAacTUPs, I0KA3aB, III0 CaMe B MPOMOBIJHUIIBKIH
JSTBHOCTI MAcTOpa CIOCTEPIraeThes OiNblIa MPOCOANYHA BUPA3HICTD YCiX
iHTOHAIifHUX mapaMeTpiB. HaliMeHIIMMH NPOCOAMYHUMHU TOKa3HUKAMHU
XapaKTepU3yeThCsl NMpHUBATHA PO3MOBA CBSIICHHMKA 3 mapadisHamu, e
Ha TepImMi IUIaH BUCTYMAIOTh MIMiUHI Ta KiHETHYHI 3acCO0M BHPA3HOCTI
Ta emoliitHocTi. Lleit dakT migTBEpAXKYy€e BUCYHYTY TiMOTEe3y HpoO Te, IO
MPOIOBIJIb € OCHOBHOIO MOBJIEHHEBOIO JIISITbHICTIO CBSIIIEHHUKA, TOMY CaMe
B IIPOMNOBIJIi CBAIIEHHUK MaKCHMAaJIbHO BUKOPHCTOBYE BCi CBOi OpaTOpChKi
3110HOCTI Ta BMIHHS.

Different approaches to understanding religion in  as a sacralization of values and those social ties that

general and religious phenomena in particular empha-
size not only the transcendent, sacred and mystical
nature of religion, but also the real social basis. Well-
known researchers of religion understand religion as
a life in communion with God (S. Frank), as an indi-
vidual’s encounter with God (R. Bart), as a means of
uniting and connecting people in society (O. Conte),
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determine the integrity of social groups (E. Durk-
heim), etc [8, p. 50].

The sphere of religion has not escaped the general
trend in the humanities in general and in linguistics in
particular, which involves turning to the concept of
“discourse” used in the stud y of religious phenomena.
That is why many researchers consider the discursive
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nature of religion and use the concept of discourse
when studying various genres and manifestations of
religion in our lives.

The scientific study of religious discourse is not
only of particular interest, but also of certain diffi-
culties. Being formally institutional communica-
tion, religious discourse is essentially a discourse
of faith, “which dominates rational knowledge
and at the same time allows knowledge-revela-
tion”[3, p. 6]. The specifics of religious discourse,
according to N. Kravchenko, “only with a certain
degree of conventionality allows us to classify it
(religious discourse) as a purely institutional com-
munication” [2, p. 19].

Before proceeding to highlight the features of the
preaching discourse, let us dwell on the description
of the system-forming features of institutionality.
According to the definition of T.A. van Dyck, “insti-
tutional discourse is a stable system of status-role
relations that has developed in the communicative
space of the life of a certain social institution, within
which the power functions of symbolic coercion are
carried out in the form of a normative prescription
and legitimization of certain ways of worldview, atti-
tude, vectors of value orientations and patterns of
behaviour” [7].

Based on the fact that institutional discourse is
communication within a given framework of sta-
tus-role relations based on certain value-pragmatic
attitudes, discourse studies distinguish four groups of
features by which one or another type of institutional
discourse can be modelled: constitutive features of
discourse, signs of institutionality, typological signs
and neutral signs.

According to N. Kravchenko, the literal applica-
tion of the institutional model to religious discourse
in general, to the whole variety of religious genres,
without taking into account the specifics of the types
of religious discourse (in our case, preaching) will
lead to formalism and reductionism in its study. In
her works devoted to the phenomena of preaching,
the researcher substantiates this point of view, dwell-
ing in detail on the analysis of the backbone features
of preaching discourse [2].

Until a certain time, the linguistic analysis of
religious texts was practically not the focus of sci-
entific research of Ukrainian linguists. The issues of
language and religion were mainly considered from
historical, cultural, sociological and religious stand-
points, while abroad the sermon was actively studied
both from the standpoint of compositional construc-
tion and lexical-syntactic content, as well as from
the point of view of its rhetorical orientation and the
foundations of effective communication. Foreign
studies of preaching from the standpoint of homilet-
ics, as a section of rhetoric, are represented by the
works of F. Craddock, J. Minz, D. Braga, and H. Rob-
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inson. Their works are teaching aids for all stages of
sermon preparation.

In the works of D. Buttrick and J. Killinger [5; 8],
the sermon is understood as a special genre, which
is characterized by a specific structure and special
means of linguistic expressiveness. In the books of
G. Adams and J. McClure, the sermon is explored as
an integral part of worship, its place and tasks in reli-
gious communication [4; 9]. D. Crystal in the work
“Language and Religion” highlighted the question of
the place of religion in the life of the English and ana-
lysed the socio-cultural factors affecting the manner
of the preacher’s speech [6].

The aim of this article is to create a prosodic por-
trait of the preacher in all the variety of its manifes-
tations. In accordance with the aim of the study, the
following tasks are formulated: to consider the fea-
tures of preaching discourse in Anglican church prac-
tice; to describe briefly the specifics of the Anglican
Church and the peculiarities of the preacher’s inter-
action with parishioners; to characterize the prosodic
means of realization of the preacher’s speech at the
perceptual level; to compare prosodic characteristics
of preachers’ speech in different communicative situ-
ations — during church sermons, speeches outside the
church, private conversations with parishioners on
the basis of integral and differential prosodic features
of the studied utterances.

The object of the research is the spiritual-educa-
tional (preaching, instructive) discourse in the con-
text of its accompanying extralingual factors reflected
in English-language feature films.

The subject of the study is the prosodic portrait
of the preacher, i.e the prosodic organization of the
preacher’s speech, reflected in English-language
feature films, which consists of the priest’s speech
behaviour in various communicative situations.

The material of the research is the texts of oral
English sermons, speeches and private conversations
of priests, removed from 5 modern English feature
films, in which the main or secondary character is a
clergyman. The total amount of speech material is 25
A4 pages, 14 Times New Roman fonts of written tran-
scription of oral text (96 minutes of audio speech).
The research material was subjected to auditive,
auditory and electro-acoustic analysis in accordance
with the traditional procedure of complex phonetic
research. This made it possible to obtain factual data
further used for the creation of a prosodic portrait of
the preacher in three speech realizations - sermons,
speeches, conversations.

Pragmalinguistic study of the preaching discourse
will be incomplete without studying the speech
behaviour of the main participant of this discourse —
the preacher, the priest, who is not only an addressee
of the sermon, but also a mediator between God and
the congregation, an exponent of religious ideas, a

ISSN 2414-1135



teacher and mentor of his parishioners. That is why it
seems expedient to consider pastoral activity in all its
manifestations: oratorical activity, enlightening activ-
ity, educational activity. First of all, such activity is
characteristic of a parish priest, whose duties include
not only conducting services and reading sermons,
but also caring for the mental and spiritual condition
of his parishioners.

Taking into account the fact that the object of this
study is preaching discourse in its broadest sense
(sermon, teaching, moralizing conversation) in the
Anglican religious tradition, let us briefly dwell on
the distinctive features of Anglicanism in compari-
son with other Christian denominations. Anglicanism
has occupied a special place among other Christian
denominations since its inception. This special place
is due to the choice of the middle way (“via media”)
between Catholics and Protestants. The Anglican
Church is not diplomatically involved in the confron-
tation between these two Christian denominations.

The audience of the Anglican liturgical sermon, if
it is a parish, is usually familiar to the preacher. He
knows not only its composition and the peculiarities of
his listeners, but also what they live for, what worries
them at present. All this is reflected in the choice of
the theme of the sermon, the selection of illustrations,
the style of presentation. Thus, the listeners are
to some extent co-authors of the sermon. Usually
after Divine Service, parishioners can approach the
preacher and ask questions that interest them - there
is a kind of delayed dialogue between the priest and
the audience, which acts as feedback and can help the
preacher understand what the audience wants to hear
or which aspects should be paid more attention to.

This approach to interaction with the audience
is fully consistent with modern communication
theories, where the measure of the effectiveness of
public speaking is not influence, but interaction.

Thus, the Anglican sermon, despite its common
features with other Christian denominations, has
pragmatic and rhetorical features, due to both the
pronounced national specificity of the British and
the special way in which the Anglican doctrine was
developed.

Based on the foregoing, this paper explores the
prosodic features of the parish priest’s speech deliv-
ered in various communicative situations — liturgical
sermon, speech outside the church and soul-saving
conversations with parishioners.

Considering that any public speech is subject to a
single compositional scheme, in which there are three
obligatory rhetorical compositional parts, all speech
realizations of the preacher were divided by us into
three compositional parts — introductory, main and
final, containing the conclusion.

Perceptual analysis is one of the stages of a
comprehensive study. The purpose of perceptual
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analysis in this work was to identify perceived pro-
sodic information, which would be sufficient for an
adequate analysis of the intonation features of oral
English sermons, speeches and conversations at the
perceptual level.

The auditory analysis was the next stage after the
perceptual analysis, which consisted of a preliminary
linguistic analysis carried out by the researcher. The
auditory analysis was attended by 10 auditors — grad-
uate students and teachers of the Department of The-
oretical and Applied Phonetics of the English Lan-
guage. Auditory analysis consisted of 2 stages.

At the first stage, the auditors were asked to deter-
mine:

— to which type of speech (church sermon, extra-
church speech, conversation with parishioners) the
heard statements refer;

— to what compositional part of speech the frag-
ments belong;

— the degree of participation of certain prosodic
parameters (melodic contour, phrasal stress, volume,
tempo, rhythm, pause) in the realization of the inten-
tion of speech and expression of emotions in different
parts of the text.

At the second stage of the auditory analysis, the
auditors evaluated the main characteristic intonation
features of the examined texts of preachers’ (movie
characters’) speeches: volume, pitch, tempo.

Determination by the auditors of the type of
speech showed that all the auditors with a high degree
of probability identified the segment they listened to
as belonging to one of the three types of speech. First
of all, this applies to the introductory and conclud-
ing parts of a traditional church sermon, where all
the auditors recognized exactly this type of speech
implementation. In our opinion, this is explained
by a special prosodic pattern of this type of speech
activity, namely, a particularly solemn way of pro-
nouncing, raising and/or emphasizing all prosodic
means — pitch, volume, tempo, rhythm, timbre, as
well as an ordered syntactic structure of utterances,
which contained in the sermon. In addition, such a
high percentage of recognition of a traditional church
sermon is due to the presence of a quotation from the
Bible in the introductory part, which is pronounced
by the preacher with a special prosodic pattern, sol-
emnly and significantly.

The processing of auditors’ answers regarding the
rate of pronunciation showed that, on average, in the
text, the auditors perceived mostly normal and slowed
tempo of pronunciation of utterances in the three
types of discourse. Only in the main part, the audi-
tors recorded relatively high indicators of an accel-
erated rate (in 12% of cases). The remaining parts in
all implementations of discourses are not character-
ized by the use of an accelerated tempo, especially
the final part. The highest percentage of the use of a
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slow tempo was recorded in the final part of the ser-
mon (53%) and speech (62.9%), which gives reason
to consider the use of a slow tempo in the most impor-
tant and influential sections of the text as a character-
istic feature of the studied discourses.

The next most informative component of intona-
tion, according to the auditors’ answers, is the melodic
component, which involves changing the pitch of the
preacher’s voice in different parts of the text. Audi-
tors generally noted the speaker’s predominant use
of a medium pitch level, which is the norm for the
English pronunciation. Nevertheless, the auditors’
answers made it possible to single out a certain com-
mon tendency of using high and low pitch in different
parts of the text. Thus, the final part of the sermon and
speech is characterized by a noticeable deviation of
the speakers from the normal pitch level towards both
high and low pitch levels. Such a contrasting melodic
organisation of the semantically important part of
the church sermon and the speech outside the church
gives more emotional tension to the utterances and, as
a result, leads to a persuasive effect of the utterance.

The auditors’ assessment of the volume level of
the parts of the speeches allows us to state the pres-
ence of a certain regularity in the auditors’ perception
of this intonation parameter. This regularity consists
in the fact that the low level of text volume is gen-
erally noted by auditors in a rather low percentage
of cases (7.2%). A normal volume level is mostly
characteristic of the main parts of the conversation
and the speech outside the church, as evidenced by a
relatively high percentage of phrases marked by the
auditors as phrases pronounced with a normal volume
level (63.8% and 62.2%, respectively).

According to the answers of the auditors, 77.3%
of the phrases of the sermon can be considered loud,
which is explained by the public nature of this kind
of speech, which is delivered from the pulpit of the
church. In general, based on the analysis of the loud-
ness level of different parts of the sermon and speech
at the perceptual level, we can talk about the predom-
inance of increased loudness in all parts of the studied
speech texts, especially in the introductory and con-
cluding ones.

To verify the data obtained as a result of percep-
tual analysis, an instrumental analysis of the prosodic
characteristics of the studied speech segments was
carried out. The frequency, dynamic and temporal
characteristics of the preacher’s speech were ana-
lysed using a computer system with the help of an
online converter and the motion signal processing
software package PRAAT 5.3.8, developed in 2002
by P. Boersma and D. Weenink from the University of
Amsterdam presented on the official website.

On the basis of the conducted instrumental analy-
sis of the main prosodic parameters of the preacher’s
speech, separate prosodic portraits of the preacher
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were created for each of the three types of speech
activity of the pastor - sermons in the church, speeches
outside the church, private conversations with parish-
ioners.

The implementation of a church sermon at the
prosodic level is characterized by the following
features of the components of intonation on acous-
tic level:

— contrasting fundamental frequency range;

— expansion of the fundamental frequency range
by increasing the upper limit;

— high or close to high fundamental frequency
maximum values;

— normal range of intensity with a tendency to
expand;

— medium or high intensity maximum values;

— long pauses between syntagms;

— normal with a tendency to slow duration of the
syllable;

— maximum indicator of the duration of the
emphatic centre.

The implementation of'a speech outside the church
at the prosodic level is characterized by the following
features of the organization of the main intonation
components according to acoustic parameters:

— normal range of fundamental frequency;

— expansion of the range of fundamental frequency
at the expense of lowering the lower limit;

— normal (with a tendency to low) maximum
values of fundamental frequency;

— normal intensity range;
normal intensity maximum values
normal or short pauses between syntagms;

— normal duration of the syllable;

— normal duration of the emphatic centre.

The implementation of a private conversation
with parishioners at the prosodic level is characterized
by the following features of the organization of the
main components of intonation according to acoustic
parameters:

— normal range of fundamental frequency;

— expansion of the range of fundamental frequency
at the expense of lowering the lower limit;

— normal (with a tendency to low) maximum
values of fundamental frequency;

— medium range of intensity with a tendency to
be narrow;

— normal intensity maximum values;

— short and very short pauses between syntagms;

— normal indicator of the duration of the syllable
with a tendency to be low;

— normal duration of the emphatic centre.

Thus, the comparison of prosodic portraits of a
preacher in various communicative situations related
to his functions as a spiritual mentor and shepherd
shows that it is in the preaching activity of the parish
priest that greater prosodic expressiveness of all
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intonation parameters is observed than in speech
outside the church. The smallest prosodic indicators
are registered in the priest’s private conversation with
the parishioners, where mimic and kinetic means of
expressiveness and emotionality come to the fore.

This fact confirms the hypothesis put forward
before the start of the study that preaching is the
main speech activity of the priest and therefore it is
in preaching that the priest makes the most of all his
oratorical abilities and skills.

We see the prospect of further research in the
complex analysis of lexical, syntactic and prosodic
means of realization of the preacher’s speech depicted
in the artistic film discourse.
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